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of the land, depreciated in value, would have fallen of
itself into German hands ; but the State came forward as a
buyer, in order to save the sums lent upon the estates,'
raise the price of land, and attract to the province men who
might further its agricultural development. The estates
thus purchased were sold, entire or in parcels, to buyers
under conditions highly beneficial to the peasants inhabiting
them. Had the State hatd mere Germanising in view it
would have excluded the Poles from these transactions, and
imposed restrictions as to re-sale upon the German pur-
chasers. It did nothing of the kind. That a good many
estates have passed from Polish into German hands during
the last few years is not attributable to Government instru-
mentality, but to the frivolity, extravagance and slovenly
administration of the Polish nobles."

"But the language?" people ask, as emphatically as
though the Polish-speaking Prussian were persecuted, in this
respect, as oppressively as formerly the German Schleswiger
under the Danish rkgime^ or nowadays the Transylvanian
Saxon under Magyar tyranny. No assumption could be
more groundless. The Polish language is free, and frequently
predominant, in the market-place, drawing-room, school and
church. In the two latter, until very lately, German was even
at a disadvantage because the Catholic clergy strove against it
with all their might, and very successfully, as has been pointed
out in Chapter II. Vol. I. Polish is the language taught in all
the Catholic schools of the mixed districts, and in the four
lower classes of the higher educational institutions of all con-
fessions, as well as in all the provincial schools. The Polish
Church-Service is performed in Latin and Polish, to which
tongues stray Germans must conform in church. The munici-
pal discussions in the smaller towns are carried on in Polish ;
Ixrth languages have equal play at the elections. With respect